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 Tnce the Expeditionof King Herry 
II. into Ireland, now about 530 

years, the Lands of that King- 
dom have, by reaſon of the 
many Rebellions, frequently chang'd 
theirProprietors,inſomuch that thereare 
— very 


435293 


- 


in the Crown by Forfeitures. Tas 


All the Lands forfeited i in that King- 
dom ſince that time, (except what 1fi 
the- Rebellion, of 564 4,8, was by Ay 
of :Parliame ' ſecur'd =o the Advegs 
tufers, for the Money” they then 
in the neceſſity, of Afﬀairs here) have 
all along beech -beftow*d: w_ the Kings 
of Englans; according t to + 


pleaſures «; T4 3 #4: £ 


His ga Majeſty, long the 
Example of tlioſe who weft before 


F- I 
Cd 4 


him, has been Pe 'd to grant 
to Heveral 2 s, andf $thets 
whom# he clerving of 


Favour ; on w hich all the Chi Forfar 


of that-," ingdom; -brher- Judges and 


Great Men in the Law, anc others 


of. Money. Thus they did. þ 

they knew that ,a Grant derdck 
Great .Seal is a good and legal Title; 
and That by which the . Bagl: 


there have-all along held their Eſtates: | 


Int 


very few Acres in that Country which ; 
have _not-more. than- once been veſted | 


encourag'd by their Exaraple; hav 1 
Purchaſers, laid out. canſic erable | 


&:Pz ' 
, 4 


| _ In regard of the Bill that is offer'd 
| fo reſume thoſe Grants, *ris humbly 
| repreſented to the Lords and Com- 
| mons-in Parlament, that they, jn'mak- 
| ing Laws, are, in their Great Good 
' neſsand Wiſdom, always veer render 
of every Man's Right; That the 
Grantees, and thoſe 'who purchas'd: 
under them have a. juſt and legal 
right to. the Lands: granted by. his: 
: Majeſty ; that Daring an ..Inſh A&- 
| of Parliament, (which in this caſe is. 
| not conſider'd as appears by the E. of 
| Athlone's rant) the: Duke of Ornmond's, 


_— CO 


| and all the Eſtates granted ſince 41, 
| and.in former times, may as- well be 

reſum'd. as thoſe given by his Maje- 
; ty, ſince wearetold that -zo #:me oc-- 
' cars tothe King and Parliament. 


 *Tis faidthat Grants have frequent- 
þ iy been reſum'd by Parliameats , 
| therefore they have a juſt right to do 
/it;* And if ſo neither the Grantee nor 
{Purchaſer has reaſon to complain, 
lince the former is deprived of 
" Ithar-. which Parliaments have fre» 
Aueatly diſpos'd of, and the later 


ho 


L j | ; % 
- CEP 
ſuffers as one who purchas'd underan 
uncertain, and bad Title, and forgot 
what the Law fays, Caveat Empror. 


If this were ſo, it might perhaps bede- 
cent not to urge it inthe preſent Caſe, 
conſidering the infinite Obligations His 
Majeſty has hid upon us, and how reg- 
forable itis, he ſhould be allowed to re- 
ward thofe, whom he knew deſerved 
great marks of his bounty and Fa- 
vour. But laying theſe conſiderations 

alide, I will allow . that, if indeed | 

the nature of our conſtitution be fuch, 
that a Perfon who holds a Forfei- }. 

ted Fftate by the Kings Grant, and | 
of he that ' purchaſes under that Grant, | 
has but an. uncertain and bad Ti- ' 
tte, and that it appears to be fo, 
by the frequent reſuming of E-: 
fates, then there is ſome weight in | 
the Objeftion. But if the Parhament ,! 
has never declar'd, That the King; 
Ins oo right to diſpoſe of fuch Forfet- ' 
tures to rhe Crown ; if the Judges, | 
the Interprecers of- our Laws, have ab ] 
ways agreed, "That ſuch Titles are | 
good in-Law ; Ts they are the Titles 
by which the Lands of- that, a 
nes | 
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fy 
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TY 2 
Kingdom, have always been held, I 
wy conceive' the Caſe 15 other- 
wuHe. * - 


A Late” Author has taken a great 
deal of pains to ſhew, that Parhaments 
in former . times have made fuch 
Reſumptions. | 


He ſays (which he could nof avoid 
owning) That, Oar conftitution ſeems 
fo have been, that the Kyags always 


' might make Grants, and that thoſe Grants 


if paſsd, according to the forms preſeri- 
ca by Law, were "valid and pleadable not 
only againit him, bat his Succefſors. If 
the Kings may make Grants, and they 
are valid ; Does not an Att of Reſump- 
tion deprive a man of that which he 
has a Juſt and Legal right to ? And 
will it not be too grear a hardſhip on 


the King, as well as the Perſons con« 


cernd in his Grants, to force him 
to take away what he has granted, 
and fo to injure his Subjets whom 
he has always tenderly protected, and 
with the hazard of his blood preſerved ? 
That Author is of another opinion ; for 
he tells us, 'Tis likewiſe manifeſt, _ 

B | ihe 


(6) 

the Legiſlative Power has had an uncon- 
refed right to look tato thoſe Graxts, 
. and to make them void whenever. they 
are thorght E XORBITANT. If'tis 
only: Exorbitant Grants that are to be 
look'd inte, and made void, "Will not 
2 general Reſumption, which voids all 
Grants, without examiniag what the 
Merits or Rewards of Perſons are, 
be itilf a Hardſhip ? What an Exor- 
bitant Grant is, I don't underſtand, 
nor has the Legiſlative Power ever 
determin'd the exact boundaries be- 
tween 2 Grant that 1s, and 41s not Ex- 
orvitaut. Becauſe this Author would 


[4 
# RS” I, x 
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have. His Majeſties Grants voided, 'tis 


plain he thinks them Exorbitant ; But 
if many former Kings have made 


Grants valtly greater, which ne- 


ver were look'd into, or made. void. 
If many of His Majeſty's greateſt 
Grants put together, will not equal 
the value of one Grant, made by 
the Parliament, ſince His Majeſty's 
Reign, to one Perſon, and a Fo- 
reigner too { for which he is not 
the more in our Author's eſteem 
can they with any decency be 
feckoned amongſt thoſe Exorbitant 

: . Grants 


4 #, 


! Grants which ought to be refi atn'd ? 


! ?Tis hard to fay what the Lepiſla- 
/ tive Power can't do, Id poteſt gized jrere 
| poreſt. So that whoſoever affirms 
" they have power to "reſume the 
: King's Grants, if they pleaſe, E be- 
| Heve, will not deny that they may like- 
| wiſe Repeal former Acts of Partament, 
. and conſequently difſolve the Right 
| that Menenjoy by them. He has 1n- 
* deed in his Liſt of refumptions (which 
| are nothing to the preſent purpoſe) ine 
| ſtanced one, ſuch as it is, whereb 

| Grants” were made void altho? confir- 
' med by Parliament. 

| This Author when he fays, [Thar 
+ they have had ſuch a Power, muſt 
mean only that they have exerciked 
ſuch a Power, and frequently refu- 
med Eſtates, which being veſted in 
the - Crown by Forfeiture, have been 
granted away .by the Kings 'of thy 
Realm. His Impartial and Intelh-. 
- Lent Reader, IT believe, will own, 
+ Fhat he has demonſtrated nothing of 
; this. He has, he ſays, taken a vaſt 
| deal of pains ; but to what purpoſe ? 
; Has he in his {2 bortovs fearch, mg: 
| - B 2 


a 
| 
T 


el any AQ that voided the vaſt 
Grants made after the Rebellion in 
1641 ; or that reſvum'd the eſcheat- 
ed Counties, and other Lands diſpo- 
{ed of -by King James the - Firſt ; or 
that broke the many and great Grants 
of Forfeitures made by Queen E:- 
| zabeth ? Does he know of any Re- 
ſumption of the great multitude of 
Eſtates given by King AHexry the 
VIllth ? No : though they were ac: 


A OE OO , 


goons by Act of Parliament, and not 


by the King in War, yet the King 
diſpos'd of them as he pleas'd, and 


the Grantecs and Purchaſers have | 


not as ”u complained of the hard» | 


ſhip of a Reſuming At. 


Have then the Grants af all the 


Princes fince the Retormation creat- 


ed good Titles in Irelazd, and paſ- 


ſed current and free from all Res; 


umptions ? Yes, *'tis certain they 


Ea, 


have, and that Author is challenged 


to - ſhew the contrary. This, me- | 


thinks, ſhews a cuſtom ancient es | 


nough, to ſecure the Grants, of 


His preſent Majeſty, to whom we owe. | 


more than to all the Kings hetore 
him. Twill 
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"Twill. be ask'd whether there 
were no ſuch Reſumptions before 
the Reformation ; if there were, 
why (conſidering the {treights we are 
in) ſhou'd not the ſame courſe be 
taken now to eaſe the Nation of 
Taxes ? In order to give this ques 
ſtion a clear and fatisfatory anſwer, 
I fhall obſerve that the Grants made 
by our Princes have been of two 
ſorts. Firſt, of Lands that have fal- 
len to the Crown by Rebellion or 
Conqueſt : Secondly, of Lands or 


 Hereditaments that were of the De- 


' meſnes, or ancient Revenues of the 


Crown. 


All Eſtates of the Firſt ſort are 


Undoubtedly, by our Laws, in the 


id 
tf, 
; 


6 


b, 


| 


gift of the King ; our conſtitution does 


| Not mw allow him to diſpoſe of 
u 


theſe, t ſuppoſes he will do it. 
Tis ſo far. from being a Crime in 
any of his Miniſters to countenance 
the Kings doing this, that on the 
contrary, ſhould they adviſe him nor 
to make Grants, but to keep his 


Acquiſitions in his own hands, they 


ought 


Fl "R477 


ovght to be cenfur'd for it : Becanfe it | 
might prove a thing, of i} conſequence | 
to our Country, for if all the Re: | 
venues that fall to the Crown were | 
kept there, the King would in time | 
become abſokhate Poſſeflor, and Lord | 
of all, and his People muſt be his ' 
Slaves. | 


As it is . certatn then that the | 


the Reformation, but Norman Con- 
queft likewiſe, an AC}. never has paf- */ 
&&d to reſume Grants of this kind. - | 


Mean of the Lands or Hereditaments | 
mat. were of the Demeſnes or An» | 
cient Revenue of the Crown, it muſt | 

\ be own'd that they in former times, . | 

have made fome. noiſe is this King- 

dom. Al that a hte Author has 
faid,, w a diſcourſe roo long for the 

Argament,: relates only uo fuch fort | f 

of refumptions : Therefore : his pre- 7 

cedeuts will got touck the Iris Grants, 

| though 


1 
| 
; 
{ 
f 
As to the other fort -of Grants; EF þ 
1 
x 
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£04 fil 
though among other - things, his 
' Book was ' plainly Calculated for 
: them. EY Sn 


| But fince ris poſſible, many, -at 
| this time, may be induC'@ to enter 
tain too harſh and wrong ſentimerits 
| concerning Grants of.this kind ; ſince 
| the prejudices of theſe Men, (if they 
' ſhould reckon that the Caſe of the ane 
| differs not from the other) wall reach 
'to forfeitures, and ſuggeſt to them 
| that a reſumption is highly reaſena- 
ble : I will give the plaineft and 
| ſhorteſt account I can of thoſe re- 


|fumptions ; I mean of Grants of the 


Crown Revenues, and that taken 
from what the Author himſelf 
'\Gays ; and leave t to all True 
| Exzliſh Men (who love this Govern- 
ment) to Judge whether all his noiſe 
and clamour,” and il{-tin'd refletions 


| might not, in juſtice,” as well as good 


breeding be ſpared. 
| 


| 


Fe tells" us (pap. 302) that ancient- 


't, it ſeemed a fundamental that the 


Crown-Lands were not alienable. 
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To whom did it ſeem ſo ancient 

? Not to the _ themſelves ; for 
they all along made Grants of the 
Revenues of the Crown, and that fo 
commonly, that this Author will be} 
hardly able to name two lince the) 
Reign of William 1. that have notþ 
made Grants of fome of the Revenues} 
of the Crown, and thus broken in} 
to this fundamental : Nor to the Par-| 
liament ; for they never have con-! 
demned ſuch Grants, never made an} 
AQ of Parliament to prohibit them.! 
This appears from the Act made (23 
Hep, 8. Cc. 11.) to fecure the Fees! 
belonging to the Clerk of the {ignet : 
or, (if the Author will have it fo! 
vid. pag. 298) To inforce by a poſitiar, 
Law, the ancient ſteps in paſſing grants; 


from the Crown. Tho? in this he s; 


miſtaken in the Judgment of Laws! 
yers (mention'd by himſelf, p. 30) who) 
ſay that theſe methods are direc#;vr) 
not coercive, or as Hobart ſays, (Hob. 
Rep. Colt and Glover, p. 146) That: 
theſe kind of Statutes were made to put! 
things in ordinary furm, and to eaſe the! 
Sovereign of Labour, but not to oY 

in, 


+ i 
him of Power, But however that be, 
this 15 certain, that tq make ſuch 
Grants as theſe, is what is permitted 
our Kings, even by. the, Statute Law, 
and the Law never. preſcribes a rule 
for doing that which it- allpws nat rg 
be done. | | 


But does not this Authar tell us 
that 11. Hy. 4. *Twas plainly 4nd di- 
retHy enacted, That all manner of Hlere- 
ditaments, which from thence forward 


ſhould fall into the Crown, ſbauld not be 


alienable, but remain to the King. This, 
he ſays, 7s poſirive, wnrepeaPd, (as w2 
know) and ſtill as much in force as Mag. 
na Charta, pag. 303.) Here this Gen- 
tleman has been guilty of great 1n- 
advertency, in citing this as a Poſi- 
tive Ai and ſtrong as Magna Charts 
far prohibiting alienations of the Re- 
venues of the Crown, T hope he on- 
ly forgot how he mentioned this AQ 


! in the foregoing part of this Book, 


(7, 145-)., 1 muſt defire the Reader 


! to tura to the place he quotes, the 
' very fame year of Hexry the IVrh. 
' and rhe fame Parl. Roll. There he 
* xells ys, The Commons pray the 


King 
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King, That for ever hereafter, woGrant 
might be made of any Hereditaments or 
ather profits ' of the Crown, except Offices 
and wor ar till "the Kjng (hall be 


quite” out of ebt ; and unleſs there. be 


remaining in his Coffers ſufficient for the 


Proviſion of his Family. The AQ as 
*tis here dehver'd 1s differing from 
the Magna , Charta, the poſitive Law 
he mention*d* before : And yet here 
he has given the Original a very 
dextrous turn ; for the French in the 
AQt is En Temps enſuivants, (which is 
no more than for the future) but he 
has render'd it, for ever hereafter ; and 
ſo would infer that That, which tis : 
plain was no more than a Petiti- 
on to the King, not * to Grant a- \ 
way the Hereditaments of the Crown 
till he had ſufficient for the ſupport 
of his Family, was a poſitive Law, 
which was to ſtand for ever, like 
Magna Charta, to Guard the Revenues 
of the Crown, and reſtrain the Kmg 
from making Grants, This Gentle- 

man is miſtaken, the Wiſdom of this | 
Nation never did, and, Pm ſure, ne- | 
ver will make ſuch an everlaſting 
Law as he mentions. They foreſaw 
what 


Ws 
what the Power of, the, King in time 
would grow to, if there. ſhould never 


' be any alienation, and, that this fun- 


damental would ſhake the foundation 
of the Government : They know bet- 


ter things. My Lord, Coke tells us, *- 


(24. Inſtitut. pag. 496, 497) That the 
Kzng's Prerogative is part of the Law of 
England, and that this is ſhewn in his 
Letters Patents for Lands, Temements, 
and other things. Without this Prero- 
gative I can't {ee how he can Govern, 


_ anddiſcharge that great duty incumbent 


upon him. What is a King unleſs he 
have Power to Reward and Puniſh? 
Some may be ſo warmed with a zeal for 
the Publick, that, without any hopes 


of reward, they may fight for it, and 


that fo reſolutely too, that they neither 
will give nor ask quarter, But there 
is not. in all Men {o much Vertue, and 
Piety towards their Country. Some 
are excited to perform great Things 
out of hopes of the ſame Reward that 
others have reap'd before them : And 
if it ſhould not lie in the power of 
the Prince to do it, his Subjects 
may ſuffer greatly - for want of their 
Services, All the Lands that are - 

199 (e- 


4.1620 
the King's Dominions are ſuppos'd to 
have been 'given.by him, and when- 
eveg/ he gave, if any 'mucmuring fol. ; 
lowed upon :t,' the reaſbn'of jt was, | 
not becauſche. had not a right to give, 
but becauſe he gave away that which *' 
was neceſſary even to rhe ſupport of ' 
his Family ; and *rwill appear, even : 
from what-this' Author ſays, That 
*rwas then only that aſſumptions were : 
thought of. - ; 


He tells us that the firſt Regular afs 
Jamption was in the Reign of Hepry | 
the VIth. He does not then aps | 
prove of the Reſumption made by ' 
William Rafus, who alienated many 
of the Crown-Lands, and took them : 
again to give to. others : Nor that of 
King Szephen, Who play*d the ſame 
trick of giving, and taking to give 
again : Nor that of Hezry the II. 
who laid his hands upon the Regs; rc | 
aitns, or dominia, diſpos'd of by King ' 
Stephen among his Followers : Nor | 
that of King Rzchard the 1ft. his Son, 
who to furniſh himſelf for his expe- | 
dition -to the Holy Land, fold fe- 
veral parcels of the Crown R6&- 

- VENUE, 
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| venue, and reſum'd- them afterwards. 


' 'Theſe reſumptions. are exploded..as 
) irregular, being made only by the 
/ Kings themſelves, who thought of 
” their, Gifts, as the old Ir Proprietors 
* do of their Eſtates, That they cannot 
» Þ diſpoſe of them, bur that they ſtill 
' have a good Title, | 


: The Regular reſumption made in 
the Reign of Hexry the VIth. when 
- the occaſion and circumſtance of that 
 AQt are conſider'd, will, I believe, aps 
 / pear to be as little the purpoſe 3 and 
' very groundleſly produc'd for a pre- 


© cedent-at this time. 


The A&t was made in the 28th, 
year. of Hezry the VIth. The occafi- 
on of it is very well known. Sir 
, | John Forteſcae, then Lord Chief Juſtice 
- | of the Kings-bench, tells us (pag. 257) 
" * that that Prince had, after he came to 


* | the Crown in Lordſhips, Lands, Te- 


nements, and Rents, near hand to the 
; Hfth part of his Realm, above the 
Poſſeſſions of the Church ; which was 
2 greater Reyenue, he ſaid, than _ 

| ol 


(18) 


of the King of France, or the Sultan of 
Babylos, or of any King that then |; 
Reigned over a Chriſtian People. "Fhis ! 
_- Revenue had in his time' been. 


waſted with extravagant Grants, 
that *rwas but a little more than the 


fifth part- of what yas neceſſary to | 


defray” the charge of his Houſe; for 
the neceflary expences of his houſhold 
beſtdes all other ordinary charges, 


came to 24000 /, yearly, but the Re- | 


venue of the Crown was but 5o000/. 


. 4nmn, AS 15 ſet forth, in the pream- | 


ble of the AQt. Belides, the Com- 
mons tell the King, that *twas made 
out in the former | Partiament, that 
the King was indebted 372006 /. 
This Sum (which had ſwollen | big- 
ger now) was a vaſt one, as Money 
went in thoſe days. In this poor and 


low eſtate of Aﬀairs, when (as a Re- | 
verend Perſon who liv'd in thoſe times, | 
tells us, via. p. 355) The Revenues of © 


the Crown were ſo rent away by ill Coun- 
fe', that the Kinvg was ford to live DE 


TALLAGIIS POPULI; and 


was grown in debt Foobobl. when the 
por Commons (as they fay inthe AA) 


by finaing Vittuals for his houſhold, _ 


WEre 


LIN 


| were well nigh: deftroved ; This firſt Re- 
| galar Reſamption (as 'tis calPd) was 
; enacted. | 


"I 


- The occaſion. of -it we fee ; *T'was 
the low, and miſerable condition to 
which the Crown, exhauſted by ex 


| travagant Grants, was reduc'd, and 


the great Poverty of the Kingdom. 
If this ſhou'd, in good earneſt be af 


. figned for a reaſonable and neceſlary 
\ - cauſe of a reſumption now, our mutr- 
. | muring might be well reckoned a- 
\ | mong our other iniquities, which we 


have reaſon to fear will pull dowa 
the® Vengeance of God upon us. 


But after all, what was this Act, does 
it contain any thing that gives the leaſt 
colour of a precedent for that which 


|  1S now proposgd ? Was it not made 
- | 1n favour of the King to get him 


af Had 


| bread 2 Was he not to reſume the 
| Lands for the Crown ? Was there 


any invaſion upon his Prerogative ? 


| No: "Twas not infinuated, that he 


had not a right to make ſuch Grants. 
Sir fohn Forteſcae, then Chief Juſtice 
of the Kings-bench (by whom our 

Author 


Ox " 
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Author thinks this Law was modet- 
led) informs us how - the King's 
Revenues were diſpo,'d of, and the 
Crown impoveriſÞd. And among other 
things, ſays, That ſome of the ſaid live- | 
lihood, HIS GOOD GRACE had 
given to ſuch as ſerved ſo notably, that | 
as their Renown will be Eternal, ſo it |: 
did befit the Kjng's Magnificence, to' | 
make their Rewards Everlaſting in their | 
Heirs, to his Honour, and their perpeta- 
al Memory. 


Here - we have the opinion of 2 ve- 
nerable and Learued Lawyer (as he 1s 


not only the _ of the King, but 
well becoming his Majeſty, to make 
Grants of Lands of the Crown, to 
deſerving Perſons and. their Heirs for 
ever. And tho' a great many not 
ſo deſerving, had, by their folicitati- 
ons wrought themſelves into his Poſs 
ſeihons, almoſt to the utter diſhe:1ſon 
of his Crown; yet that worthy. man, 
in ſuch a low. and deplorable ſtate of 
Afﬀairs, propos'd that they would give | 
the King a ſubiidy to gratifie Perions | 


CIT Tor, 20g WT 


Ls 


in caſe of a reſumption, A plain'de»: 
Mon= 


Us 


< 


( 
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( 8x) 
monſtration. that. *twas thought mw» 
! reaſonable then, to pray the King.to 
| reſume the Revenues of the Crown. 
| (forthis, after ſo-nmeh noſe. that, s 
made, will appear to be the whole that 
# either this or the following Acts do 
contain) which he had protuſely given 


-| away, Without enabling him, in ſome 
\ | ſort, to repriſe the. Perſons whoſe 
. } Grantshe ſhould reſume. 


But in a Caſe ſo very plain, what 
need many words ? In this Act there 
is noreſtraint upon the King, he us 
{ pray'd to reſume, but this Prayer is 


. | infavourof himſelf, that his baskets 
. | andcoffers might be fuller. There 
, }, 15.00 neceſſity laid upon him to en» 
'# ter into the Paſſeſhons of his Friends, 
. | and, together with them, to ruin mul- 


} titudes of his Subjets. Tis ſo far 


, | from this, that the King when he 
, | agrees to the Petition and Reſump- 


/ tion, excepts all thoſe that he ſhall 
* be pleas'd to grant ſavings to. And 
| accordingly we find, that befides 16 
' ſavings inſerted. by - the Commons, 
| there were 185 made by the Kivg. 
Which aboundantly ſhews what this 

| D AR 


(#2) 
AQ of reſumption was, itfhews it in- 
deed 'to be a Regular one, (as the. 
Author calls it) and the Reader ſees | 
that *tis \an excellent . precedent for 
the preſent Bill. | 


. Among other things concerning this | 
AR; the Author obſerves,That the great | 
Ewlof SHREWSBU RT, who| 
had done ſo many  Heroick Ations, and. 
had fo valtantly fought for the Ho- | 
nour of his Country, had but 100 |... 
per. ann. Penſion for his Life, and ſome | 
Lands in Ireland, then of no walae, the | 
ſaid Earl having bad” no other recom- 
pence for bis long ſervices, which mode- | 
ration of his is a veproach to the ava! 
rice of the preſent times. | 


I muſt with this Gentleman own, | 
that the Heroick A&tions of that No-! 
ble Earl (whoſe name carries merit! 
in it)- deſerved the greateſt recom: | 

nce _ could be gen ; yg = 
idering the poverty of thoſe times, | 
and- che great vals of Money, the 
Recompence, tho* not equal to the, 
Merits of the Man, yet was- greater 
than he repreſents 1t. _ E 

C 


4; i 

He adds that he had -befides ſome 
Lands .in re/and then of no value ; the 
words of the AQ ate,” Till cher yetlaing 
nothing "being in the hands of Rebels. 
I can aſſure this Gentleman, :that the 
Lands of that noble Lord, of which 
afterwards hisFamily was deprived b 

the Statute ofAbſentees imade in Irelapd, 
were more than all the {riſþ ferfeitures 
diſpoſed"ofby his preſent Majeſty, pur 
together. This conſidered, he mighe 
with more Juſtice have ſaid, That this 
ſhews- the moderation of his Grace, 
the preſent Duke of Shrewsbary, 
who, notwithſtanding the great Ser- 
Pices of his Anceſtors in Irelend, 
notwithſtanding his own great Me- 
rit, has not beg'd any Grant of 
the King in that Kingdom, where 
he had ſo good aclaim, But-ſince in 
comparing Grants made formerly with 
thoſe of the preſent time, he has 
mentioned the favours conferred on 
a Noble Lord of- that Great and 


| Honourable Family, to make His Ma- 


jeſty's Grants look the greater, - and 
more exorbitant ; I ' will tell him 
what” T find in my Lord Coke's 12th. 
Report (E. of Shrewsbary's' Caſe) that 


(24 ) 

King Henry VIIK {did | grant to George | 
E.'of Shrevalvgng his Heirs, -theAb- | 
bey of Rs fford, with the Lands there- : 
to vlog in the: County..of Not- | 
tinghan e Lordſhip of Rotheram, ; 
in the County of Lork - the Abbeys : 
of Cheſterfield, Shirbrook and Goſoadel.1n * 
the County of Derby, with divers o* | 
ther Lands and 'Tenements-of great + 
value, | This I-mention here, being | 
led into it by the Author, to ſhew | : 
that there were,great Grants in for» | 
mer - t1mes. ; OL Which, more here- | 
; 


after. 


What this at of Henry VI. Was, | 
what. force and operation it had, :| 
whether that which this Gentleman | | 
would ſuggeſt, the Reader may. gueſs | 
from what follows. Had all the 
Crown Lands./diſpos'd- of | by that 
King, (except thoſe that were fecus | 
red [to the -Grantees by the ſeveral | 
reſervations made by the. Commons | 
and the King himſelf) by that re- | 
ſuming AQ, been re-inveſted in the ' 
Crown 3 there could have been no 
place left for the complaints, and ſer | 


veral reſuming. Acts or petitions Fog 
ol- 


( 35 ) 

follow'd. By them the nature and 
validity of this 'A&, -as well as their 
own force and- operation i, diſcover'd. 


The very next year (29th Hep. 6.) 
Another appears of the ſame nature 
with this. In 1tthere are great com- 
plaints made by the Cammons of 
their Poverty of many . anportable char- 
ges laid'upon them, and of there being 


| no benefit'of 'the former Reſumption 
! (how. ſo I wonder, if *twas' a poſt- 
; tive reſuming AC) - Therefore tm the 
moſt lowly wiſe to us poſſible; wwe (lay 
: the Commons) beſeechen your moſt no- 
| blay, graciouſly and tenderly to conſider 
the great benefits that ſhould grow anto 

! your, and to this your Roialme, by the 


means of this reſumption. 


The King in anſwer to the peti» 


| tion tells them that by the advice of 


his Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


; | his _— isagreed to reſume, c. 


But *tis with proviſions and Excep- 
tions for all- that he pleaſes, as aps 
pears by the aſlent. - 


wW 


Four 


C26) 


Four years aiis this (33 Het. 6)| 
another AQ of Reſumption paſlles, : 
which ſhews what kind of 4s theſe | 
'WETE. ; 


The Commons ſet forth, That not- 
withſtanding their large Grants of | 
Goods, he was indebted in outragious | 
Sums ; that the Revenue of bis Land }; 
did not ſuffice to ſuſtzin his houſhold, | 
whereof the People Gay they) lament , 
and ſorrow piteouſly, © What became | 
then of the -fed' in the Crown | 
by the former Refumptions? 


The King aſlents to this petition} 
as before ; but with a mak for | 
his Prerogative .; and ſavings for what | 
he pleaſed. This ſhews the meaning, | 
of thoſe AQts : They were only ptay- | 
ers.and; peritions to the King to pity * 
them, and . the low Eſtate of his | 
Crown, and to reſume as much of - 
the Revenues he had 'given away, | 
as was ſufficient to ſupport his Fa- | 
mily. What could there be mere in | 
iuch a Reſuming Act, wherein the 
King, in the Royal Afſenr, inſerts a | 
faviog | . 


| hoaſe of York. IT won 


(27) 
| faving for his prerogative. This, I 
think, is plainly mant the effeft, 
| and operation of theſe Acts. 


7 Theſe were the Aits of Reſump- 
: tion made by Henry VI. 


' Some mayobjed, (lays this Author 
' that Henry VI.'n#der whoſe Reign theſe 
three Reſumptions were made, was a weak 
Prince, unfortunate abroad, ingaged is 
k Fattions at home, and > x unaer by the 

| _ I wanld ask that Gen- 
| tleman what need there is of ſuch an 
| objeQtion ; for what  effeft had all 
theſe petitions? what was this weak 
King forced to do ? Did not heaſ- 


| | ſert his* prerogative? Were there a- 
; | ny refumptions ? by what followed 


| ?rwill appear whether there were orno. 


Fhis Gentleman was not aware 
| that the inlinuating this ObjeQtion 


| makes greatly againſt him, For what 


{ opinion had the people of Reſump- 
! tions at that time, or of their right of 
; claiming them, when in the Reign of 
ſo weaka Prince, their As. (as they 
{ arecalled) avaiPd no more. 
7  Ahout 


( 28) 
About five Journ after(: Edw,IV,) 
as ſoon as that King came to 
the Crown , his Subjects deſir'd a 
Reſumption : By / this all Grants 
were to be reſum'd that were made 
fince the latter end of Rz#ch, - II. 
which was above ſixty years: The 
reaſons will be clear to any one 
that knows the Hiftory of Ezgland, 
This Gentleman does well toname this 
among the other Precedents, to let 
us know the moderation of thoſe times, 
and to ſhew that.no Preſcription will 
ſecure Men againſt-a, reſaming Act. 
This reſumption, the lays, was too 
-3 of to have any good effect. Why 
0! 


no execution. For 


Three years after ( Anno 3 and 4 
Eaw, IV. ) there paisd another 'ACt. 
This Act as wellas the former,paſs'd 
with ſuch exceptions as it ſhould 
pleaſe the King to make. A prodigi- 
ous number Of theſe ſavings, it ſeems, 
there were 7inzſomuch that, our Au- 
thor fa JS, they ſeem intirely t0 den 


feat 


The more Lands it fſeiz'd, the | 
better the effett: But it ſeems it did | 


LETT EPRET. 


| ( 29 ) ? 
feat the. atſizn and intention of the Att 
Therefore. _y 


Three or four years. after ( 7 Edw.. 
IV.) we are told of another ; this 
the King deſizes, for he-tells them he 
is reſolu'd to live of his own, and not be 
a charge to. bis Subjects. T his paſles, 
with what Proviſiqns and Exceptions 

the King is pleas'd to make, but as 
| ill ack would -have it, the, Exceptions, 
| our Author, tells us,” fruſtrated the good 
| intentions of the (Communs, Flus ac- 
| cording to him each». of. theſe three 
| Acts was a Felo dg ſe, Why then 
! are they /produc'd ? ?*Tis to raiſe a 
+ Cloud of Witneſſes, and akarum peo- 
| ple, with agreat noiſe of Reſumptions 
| 1nformer times, tho there be nothing 
, at all in chem. On the miſcarriage 
| of theſe anothor A& is made. 


10 Eds, IV. But tis with ſuch pro- 
{ viſions and exceptionsas by the K.ſhall 
| be made, who tells the Commons he 
| will reward every of his Subjects for 
| theirmerirs.Weare told by this Author 

| that a great number of exceptions are 
E-: | E brought 


Pp 


(zo) 
brought by the King, but theſe don't 
ſcem of that nature, as if *rwere de- 
ſigwd they ſhould defeat the inteati- 
ons of the Houſe of Commons. 8"?- || 


This Gentleman, - in” giving an 
account of theſe Reſumptions, had | 
done well if he had told us how they | 
happen'd-; this -would | ſufficiently | 
mform us what they were. Eve- | 
Ty one knows how Eaverd the | 
IV. came to the Thrown, = 
he was Grown'd ſeveral years before 
the Death of Hay, VI. Our Hiftory. | 
tells us that to raiſe ſome with the ' 
ruin of others, . he diſtributed the s 
Lands anfl Poſlefſions of thoſe that | 


fided wit Kang, amonght hisown | 
Favourites and Followers; ha ; 


the better to-paliate hs own onde 
ings, firit-made Proclamations, that | 
whoſoever of the contrary hou] 


. would come in-and fubmurt, ſhould 
be received to Grace, and reſtor'd' 
to their Patrimonies. Traft. Hiſt. pag.) 


182. 


! 


| fed of among his Friends. | So | 
| this, -it feems, -was only an Ad ro 


(3x) 


In the 1oth. Year of his Reign, 
we find King Hezry gets the afcen- 
dent again; K. Edvard FV.r.Prockim- 
ed an Uſurper ; is fore'd to quit the 
Kingdom. Then the Parliament was 
alſembled at Wefminfer , - wherein 
King Edvard and Is Friends, and 

vers, are Attainted of High- 
TFreafon, and their Goods and Lands 
ſeiſed to King Henry's: uſe. Traft. 
Fa. page 194. . 


This accounts for the Refampri 
made three Years after (13. Edvard 
VE. aft mention'd) when King Er 
ward got the better again. *Twasan 


| A to re-inveft Crown-Lands 'and 
! Goods, which King | Eavard EV. hdfl 
! inthe beginning of his Reign, which 
| (as. Fve. ſhewn) were afterwards 
| fciz'd [by Parliament, for King Hay 


rys ule, and had by him been 


reſume from King Henry's Friends, 


7 to veſt them in the Crown, and in 


effect to give them to King Edward's 


Fayourites, for giving the Royal af- 
| E 2 ſent, 


C32) 
ſent, he told the Commons, That the 
Bill ſhould not. withſtand that Right 
and Equity which obliged him--to do 
to every of his Subjetis according to 
' their Merits. © l 


Anno 1 Hemry VII. Another A& 

_ of Reſumpiion paſſes, by this the K. 
1s to ſeize and affume into his hands 
whatever Hepry VI. his Unkle had, 
the 24. day of Ofober, in the 34%). 
Year of his Reign ; and it-makes 
void all Grants made by King Ea- 
werd IV: King Exward V. and Ri- 
chard. TIT. By Authority of Parliament, | 
or otherwiſe. | & 
> Here is/an excellent precedent for | 
Reſumptions,. one that ſhews how a 

_ great deal of Money may be raiſed, 
f--we will but Copy after this Exems 
plar : For this looks backward thro? 
three entire Reigns, and feizeth what 
was given even by A& of Parhiay| 
ment. Either this'is a Regular . Re-| 
Jamption, or it 15 not; It it be not; 
wwhy is it mentianed ? Tf it be, this} 
Gentleman ſhews where E2/apd may} 
raiſe a vaſt Sum upon an extraordiy 
* nary 


* + 5 2% 0 


nary occaſion. ?*T will be only reſu- 


ming what has been forfeited in 1re- 
land ſince ' 1641, or - if that ſhouldbe 
too' little, carrying the At up' to 
Queen Elizbeth's time ; which, ac- 
cording to' what he has delivered, 
in his Doctrine of Reſumptions, and 
Conqueſt together, may very well 
be done. | | 


This Gentleman, ' when he, in or- 
der to influence the Parliament to 
reſume, deliver'd this among his ma- 
ny other excellent Precedents, ought 
to have told us the true cauſe of 
this very extraordinary At. ?T'was 
in the 1/f. of Henry VII. who was 


Nephew tO Henry VL. depos'd by 


Eward IV, in the 34th. year of his 
Reign. This Edward, together with 
Edward VN. his Son, and Richard II.M. 


' | kept Henry VI. and; his Heirs out of 


the Throne for many Years. When 
therefore the Crown return'd into the 


- | Lancaftrian Line, and Hez, VII. was 
tj Crown'd, the Parliament calld in 
! the firſt year of his Reign made all 


the Grants of the former Uſurpers 
yoid, and veſted in the King all that 


( 34) DT - 
kis Unkle poſſefied; at the. time he 
was Depos'd. Isthis any thingtothe 
purpoſe in the preſent Caſe, :and. is 
rking from Uſerpers and their Fa- 
vourites,. and veſting ir mm the King) 
agf mvation upon the: King ?. /no, 
Hen. VEL in giving the Royal afſenr 
reſerv'd a power to humſelf, x0 make 
what exceptions he pleas'd, and-tores 
ward the Merits of his Friends, 


'Fhe aft  Reſ{umption of Crown 
Lands made by the Kings of Ezg- 
land, was in this Kings Reign. Afe 
er this now mentioned- our Author 
rells ns, there were ſome. particutr 
ogcs,, as 4:x9 x1. Henry VII. An Act 
os Reſunprier of divers Caſtles, Man- 
gors, I ands, and. Tenements, winch 
were formerly given by King Edw. 
TE. and King Richard H. to Eamayd 
4+ Lanzky, Dake of Fork, Though 
ibis would fuit better wuh times 


which fome expe hereafter, bur FL 


Rope never will fee, yet it ought not 
& be omitted _ here, becauſe. 1t afe 


fords 2 Precedent for looking further. 
mackward,and ſhews, that when we are | 
reſuming, we may rake deep int , 
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Antiquity, and graſp at things that 
were given '120 'yeary before. "This 
our Author -i5 not for, he is for-con- 
fining his Reſuming At within the 
Grants of the preient Reign ; this 
we'car't aſcribe to any extr | 
refpe& he has for His Majeſty; nor 
can I tell whether we owe it to his 
Moderation, * for had ayes o 
large re &, he had; perhaps, 
becn-ths diſobliging, and - Yoairp. 
deſigns of his Book. If we would 
follow -him, *tis hard to know what 
meaſures to take ; when he propoſes 
a Pattern for us to imitate in our re- 
troſpeQtion,- he lays before us the Ex- 
ample of thoſe Kings 'wlio reſumed 
their own Grants without affiftance 
of Parliament, vid. pag. 428. In +- 
nother he tells us, that theſe are ir- 
regular, and when he comes to give 
account of the reghlar, he mentions 
ſuch as either had no manner of ef- 
fe at all; or elſe took a very large 
compaſs, and went very far back, un 


| their way breaking over As of Par- 


laments- 


Os 


| (35) 
On the whole matter, theſe Ob- 
ſervations may be made. | 


Firſt, 'That all his noiſe about Res 
ſumptions, has been of Grants' of 
Lands, and Revenyes of the Crown. 


Secondly, That fuch, Grants as theſe 
are not contrary to the Commog or 
Statute Laws of this Kingdom. , 


Thirdly, That they were never 
complained of, but in the lowett.and 
moſt, deplorable Circumſtances of the 
Crown ; and then not upon” the ac- 
count of their being illegal, but up- 
on the account. of the indigency of 
the Prince, and the neceſſities of his 
Family, - 


Fourthly, That the firſt Regular 
Reſumption (as *tis.calPd) was 1o the 
Teign of a Prince, who had committed 
the moſt extravaghnt waſts upon the 
Crown; and had leſſen'd almoſt all 
the revenues of it : And yet neither 
this, nor thoſe that follow*d had any] 
manner of effect. | 

Fifthhy 


(37) 


_ Fifthly, That the Reſumptions afters« 
wards in the ypns of Edw. IV. and 
H. VII. were voidances of Grants made 
by Uſurpers, as they werecalPd, and 
veſting ther in the prevailing Kings. 


Sixthly, That theſe Reſumptions 
many of then brook through AQts of 


| Parhamient; and unravel'd* thipgs for 


+ 


ral: Reigns backward. 


ſeve 


Seventhly, That theſe , cou'd not 


pro = be called Ads, but rather 
Addrefles 


to the King. For had they 


{ been poſitive Ads of Reſumption , 
| how couw'd:they be defeated, as our 


Author owns they were. 


Eightly, That, However this be, 
yet *tis'certain that in all the reſum- 
ing Acts, the King's Prerogative was 
always reſerv*d, and Savings and Ex- 
ceptions allow'd to as many as he 
pleag'd. n 


From what has been ſaid, it ap- 
pears what weight there is in this 
| Gentleman's Precedents ; what con- 

ig F cluſions 


. 
g 
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cluſions may be drawn from them ; 
and how - jultly they. are propes'd 
to influence the Legillative Power at 
this time. Former Kings .umpoveri- 
id the Crown, by their, exirava= 
gant Grants; in the heighth of this 
miſery, the Commons prayd the | 
King wou'd reſume into his hands 
the Revenues of the Crown, forthe 
ſupport of his Family, but preſerve 
what he pleas'd for Tus Friends ; 
Therefore 'tis reaſonable that ' we 
ſhou'd now reſume all that our King 
has diſpos'd of, all the Lands forfei- 
ted by Rebells, whom he ſubdwd 
with the hazard of his Life. This | 
15 an-extraordinary Inference. | 


”Tis the King's Prerogative , his 
undoubted- right ro difpoſe of ſuch 
Forfeitures : ?Tis a right that' never 
was deny'd to any former Prince :: | 
And a politive reſumption of his own 
Grant is what has never been requi- | 
red from any King of England. Be- 
fore this Gentleman, who ſeems to 
be mightily concern'd for the good 
of hisCountry,had preſs'd it fo violent- 
iy, 1 with he had conſidged. 


Firft, 
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Firff, Whether ſuch a Refumpti- 


on as this would not refle& too nynch 
on the avrarce of the preſent age. 


Secondly, Whether his Majeſty, who 
has reſcu'd us from Slavery and Po- 
pery, who has Fought our Battles 
Abroad, who has reftor*'d the Balance 
of Errope, and thereby retriev*d the 
Honour and Glory of the Englith Na- 
tion, ought to be deny'd that, which 
was the undoubted Prerogative of his 
Predeceſlors. 


Thirdly, Whether this be agreeable 
to our Peter Acts, whether it will 
not ſound odd here after in our Annals, 
and make us ſeem to our Neighbours 
a wavering and uncertain People. 


Fourthly, Whether it be not dan- 
gerous and unpolitick to tell the 
World, and our Poſterity, in ſo ſo- 
lemn a manner, that it {hall not be 
in the power of our King to reward 
the ſervices of Men who hazard 
their Lives and Fortunes, in the times 
of greateſt danger. 


E 2 PFifthly, 
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 Fifthly, Whether it benot too great 
a hardſhip to turn Men out of the 
Pofſeſſions which, they enjoy by the 
Laws of this Land, and thereby ruine 
multitudes of Families. | 


To ſilence the murmuringand com- 
plaints. of all Perſons, whether Gran- 
tees or Purchaſers, and to jultifie a 
Reſamption, we are told of a claim 
made by the Houſe of Commons, 
and of His Majeſty's promiſe. If the | 
Parliament clain”d theſe Eftates to 
apply to the uſe of the War, and His 
Majeſty - promis'd it ſhould be fo, 
were not thoſe who obtain'd Grants 
afterwards, and laid out Money up- 
on them. very faulty ? are ſuch pra» 
ftices to be encouragfd ? and do not 
they juftly Jnr? 


This caution here given, this claim 
put in oy the Houſe: of Commons, 


cannot,- I humbly conceive, in Equi-- 
ty be pleaded againſt. the Earl of 

amney, and thoſe who Purchaſe un- 
der him.; not only becauſe . his Grant 
was before any ſuch caution, but bes 
2455 ? cauſe | 
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cauſe likewiſe there was afterwards 
a ſaving for him in the Bull that paſ- 
ſed the Commons Houſe. The ſame 
may be ſaid of the Earl of Arhloxe, 
and thoſe who purchaſed under him, 
fince, beſides an Iriſþ A& of Parlia- 
| ment. (which has been always reckon- 
ed valid enough- to ſettle Lands in 
that Country) there were Addreſſes 
to. the King, in his behalf, here in 
England. | 
_ But let us ſee what the claim was 
| which the Houſe of Commons made 
to theſe Eſtates, and what *twas the 
King promis'd. 
| We find in O#ob. 1690, *twas the 
opinion, of the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, that Ten hundred thou- 
| and Pounds ſhould be raisd- upon the 
credit, or by ſale of the forfeited Eftates 
1n Jrelanud, *T was reſolved that a Bill 
{hould be brought in for applying the 
ſame tothe charge of the War. The 
| Billpaſg*'d the Commons Houſe, but fell 
-» | in the Houſe of Lords, His Majeſty's 
' | promiſe was made juſt five days after 
1t-paſs'd in the lower Houſe. The 
- | words were theſe, 1 do likewiſe think 
if #t proper to aſſure you, that 1 ſhall not 


make 


( 42) 
make any Grant of the Yew Lands | 
iz England or Ireland, 271! rhere be : 
another opportunity of ſettling the mate | 
fer in Parliament, in fuch manner as | 
bal be thought moſt expedient. ' L 

Here we ſee what the King's pro-| 
mife was, *twas that he would not| 
make any Grants tifl there was ano-| 
ther opportunity of fettling that mat-|' 
rer in Parliament, as ſhould be thought 
moſt expedient. To me it feems that| 
the matter was ſettled by the Lords, | 
and that they, by letting the Bill] 
tall, ſhew'd what they thought moſt| 
expedient, viz. To let things go in| 


| 


the ancient courſe, not® to break fl 


8 


upon the Kings Prerogative,, but ſuf-|, 
fer him to difpoſe of the Eftates that 
were veſted in him. By this Fate of! 
the Bil in the upper Houfe, to me tit| 
ſeems plain, that the King was dif- 
charzd of his promiſe, and that the: 
claim (as tis catPd) of the Houſe of 
Commons was determir'd, for with 
the Bill loſt in the Houſe of Peers,| 
the opportunity was loſt of ſettling, 
that matter | in Parltament, and this. 
likewiſe conchided the Commons, and ' 
put an end to their chm. "oe BY 
| Thy 
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The next year another Bill was 


/ brought in to veſt theſe forfeited E- 
| ſtates in their Majeſgies ; this Bill fell 


in the lower, as the other had done 
in the upper Houſe. 'The ſame ftor- 
tune had the ſeveral. other Bills atter- 
wards in the years following, as 92, 


| 93, 94 95, 97, 98. ; 


. From this account it appears, that 
this claim put in by the Houſe of 
Commons, which ought to have de- 
terr'd people from meddling with the 
forteitures, was in the year 1690; 
That fo long ago people ſaw the 
Lords O0uge it unreaſonable by their 


letting it fall in their Houſe ; that © 


1n all the years following, when/twas 
propos*'d, which was in ſeven ſeve- 


| ral Seffions, and ?twas rejeQed per- 


petually in the Commons Houle. 
*T was but reaſonable that the Exgliſh 
there, who ſuffered for adhering to 


| Exzland, and were miſerably ruined 


by the rapine of their Enemies, ſhould 
be allow*d, after a longer tra&t of time, 
than we allot to the Life of Man, 


at laſt to Plant the Country,' and 


ſettle themſelves. 


A 
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A Reſumption they could not fear, 
'twas what they never knew praQti- 
ced to defrate the King's Title ; and 
they could not imagine, that it would 
have its riſe in this Reign, or be 
let looſe upon theny, to unſettle-and 
ruin them again, who had done fo 
much, and had been ſo long waſted 
by the miſeries of War. "Since then 
the States of the Nation did not think þ 
fit nine: years fince, when - the Bill} 
was brought in, nor any time after, 
to veſt the forfeitures of that - King- 
dom in His Majeſty to help to de-f 
fray the charges of the .'War ; ?tis} 
humbly repreſented, that it will be} 
too- great a hardſhip to do it now. 
W blk the Lands were the Parlia- 
ments own (that is, before the Kin; 
made them the Properties of others) 
they might have done with -them 
what they would : The Caſe 1s now | 
otherwiſe ; they have been ſuffered | 
to go into other hands. Men have 
laid out great Sums m Building, 1n 
Improving, in Purchaſing, in making 
good their titles at Law. Theſe con- 
fiderations, and many more that could 


be named, make a Reſumption a 
greater | 


C85] 
greater ſeverity than ever the Lords 
and Commons of Ezg/and,*who have 
been always not only Juſt, but Ge- 
nerous and Merciful, can practice 
on an ople. They will not re- 
ſume torfeitures, when Men of FEz2- 
ſb Blood and Religion are to ſuffer 
ſo much by it ; they will nor ſuffer 
an inquiſition to go iato that Coun- 
try, which will ſet every Man art 
variance with his Neighbour, and 
turn many thouſand Proteſtant Fami- 


lies out of their habitations. 


But this will not fatisfie the Gen- 
tleman whom IT have mentioned fo 
often. He ſays the War of Ireland 
has coſt Ezgland a vaſt Sum of Mo- 
ney; I know it has coſta great deal, 
but little- in compariſon of what he 
mentions. But whatif it has? Why 
then he ſays, *tis reaſonable that the 
forfeitures there ſhould go to pay 
_ of the reckoning. If the for- 


tures, in Juſtice, ought to. go to 


them that the troubles of Ireland 
have been moſt chargeable to, Eng- 
laxd, would find, when they came 
to a fair reckoning, that the Pro- 
teltants of Ire/and have the beſt claim 
Ds G to 
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to them : For the whole War, that 
we were ſo long ingag*d in has not 
colt us near ſo much as the Troubles 
of Ireland have coſt them :- I mean in 
proportion to the People, and Wealth 
of the Kingdom. This reckoning 
will be eaſily underſtood, when we | 
conlider, chow long the Proteſtant 
Gentlemen of Irelazd loſt the whole 
income of their Eſtates ; how man 
years after (and even to this day ; 
their Eſtates yield but part of their 
ancient Rent ; how almoſt all the | 
Herds, Flocks, and Goods, and; Wealth | 
of the Proteſtants were plundr*d and | 
ſeis'd by theif Enemies, This will | 
ſhew how reaſonable it is by a re- } 
ſumption to make them pay again for | 
what they have ſo ſeverely paid for 
already. 

Had one of the old Iriſh Kings ruPd 
abſolutely in that Kingdom, 'Exglazd | 
would have been fſatisfied,in this War 
to lay out a much greater Sum to keep } 
it out of the hands, or Alliance of 
France, without deſiring to be reim- | 
bursd, any more than in Savoy or þ 
Flanders. | 


But 
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But *tis ſaid the K. has been mifin- 
form*d jn the value of his Grants,there- 
fore a reſumption 1s highly reaſonable. 
If he has, there 1s an old way chalk*d 
out to remedy that. The cuſtom was 
to. deſire the King to conſider the 
Merits of thoſe whom he had given 
to. - \ But has he been miſfinform'd in 
all? No ſure : why then a General 
Reſumption ? But wherein has he 
been impos'd on? In the Perſons ; 
or the Grants ? There can be no great 
miſtake in the Perſons ; ſome might 
have been recommended to his fa- 
vour, and by their ſolicitations and 
importuning procure Grants, who 
had no great Merit: But the molt 
conſiderable are perſons whoſe Merits 
he knew ; and what rewards they 
deſerv?d; ſuch as have accompanied4 
him in his dangers ; and have ſerv'd 
him in his Wars, and. particularly 1n 
his Great and Glorious Expedition to 
reſtore our Laws and Religion, and 
to ſecure the Liberty of Exrope. A- 
g2inſt ſome of theſe *tis objeted. by 
{ome, that they are Foreigners, if they 
that came in to our Succour, to delt- 
yer us from Slavery are to be called 
G 2 Foreign= 


: ' 1.1 | 
Foreigners, I can't tell how the Sawn- 
ritan in the Goſpel could be call'd a 
Neighbour. 

Some without excepting againſt ve- 
ry many of the perſons, fay the ' 
Grants are Exorbitant. They are not | 
ſure too Great for his Majefty to 
A. Many of the Kngs of England | 

ave given much more than all them + 
put tog=ther to private perſons in Ire- 
/and, in former times, Henry Crome | 
welPsPhſician paſs'dPatent for very near 
as many Acres of Land, as are even 
by the Commiſſioners return*d in the } 
two beſt Grants of Forfeitures made 
by his Majeſty. But ſuppoling the 
Grants to be great as they are repre» | 
ſented : I humbly amof opinion, that 
*ris more for the Honour and Intereſt | 
of England, that they ſhould ſtand, 
than that Roch, who by ſwiming into 
Derry with the hazard of his Life . 
preſerv*d that place, ſhould in a Ges , 
neral Reſumption loſe his little Grant. 
Examples of our liberality in reward- | 
ing may be of advantage to us, but 
It cannothe either profitable or honou- 
rable, to tell the world we will not 
reward, We may have occaſion o ; 

& 


the affiftance of our Neighbours a- 
gain, for the things of this world are 
very .inftable. Thus conſideration may 
1 make it ſeem greater Wiſdom 1n us, 
1 to let the Monuments of our Libe- 
1 rality ſtand, toencourage others here- 
7 after, if occaſion ſhould be, to come 
7 to our Succour ; than to deprive 
{ thoſe of the Rewards of their Prince, 
{ Who follow'd his Fortune and Dan- 
j dangers, in his undertaking to Deli- 
{ ver and Preſerve us. 
1 But after all, let us ſee, whether 
1 theſe Grants are ſo extravagant or 
I no. When we fay they are too 
t, we mean thatthere is too much 
1 taken from the Publick ; that they 
| might have been ſold for much,and the 
I price given to help to bear the ex- 
pences of the War. When we talk 
of what is given from us, we are to 
'} take things as they were when we 
x calPd them ours. Had the Forfeitures 
Fin Ireland been fold for the uſe of the 
| Publick in the year 1690, or ſome 
years after, *tis certain they would 
not have rais'd near 2000007, What 
then are the Exorbitant Grants that 
{the King has given from us? _ 


22 - rx. ' 
he given to althisFriends all that ferv'd* 
and {uffer'd. im that; Ringdom 'twice!. 
as much as what the Parltament here” 
gave to Duke Sthontberz? Tis true 
the Grants now' are repreſented' to 
be much greater. Tis no. won- 
der; twas the intereſt of thoſe who' 
<@ it, to make large returns,. other-' 
wife the Commiſſion younger oy 
an end. The Sum, might very well 
be large, when they return'd. forfet- 
ted. Acres, one with another, about 
trible what they were valued by Sir 
IF. Petty, who had as computing ' a 
head as other Men ; (this 1s plain like. 
wiſe in the private Eftate which 1s 
return'd at 26000./, per araum, When 
*twas never ſet for above 8000 /; 
when they have - returned ſo- ſmall} 
ineumbrances on rEftates ;” when theres 
are but fur Intails return'd in all the; 
forfeitiFes ; when theRent of 12000/7,] 
per aynum reſerved to'the Crown, or! 
thoſe Grants is not conſider?d ; whett 
the number as , well as value of Acres 
is magnified, ' Tf it ſhould happen that 
four or 500-00 /. could be now rais'd: 
(which fureis the very utmoft that can; 
be) *tis hardly worth Erzland's while, 

COtls 


| cos derin bow i its gotten. It may be 

conſtrued ring how ſomeasa particular {light 
put upon the K. many mult ſuffer who 
have deſerv*d well of the Kingdom ; 
legal Rights muſt be made” void: 
great injury mult be done to Purcha- 
fers and Improvers ; and a grievous 
| inquiſition muſt aMi& and Unſettle 
hat unhappy Kingdom. 


This paper is written by a private 
diſintereſted perſon, one who inoffen- 
ſively to each particular, ſincerely de- 
fires the general happineſs and prof{- 
perity of this Kingdom: one who 
heartily wiſhes a firm and immutable 
eſtabliſhment of this Government, 
g pnd the Proteſtant Religion, in op- 
| Recon to the incouragement of either 

opery or Papiſt ( whether Outlaw*d 
or others) to which we have reaſon 
' to fear that we may be once again 
} ) obnoxious, unleſs prevented by great 
'$ Wiſdom and care. 
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